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Date: April 25, 2019  
 
Project:  Cultural resources records search for the Lennar Tract 6262 Project, City of Clovis, 

Fresno County, CA 
 
To: Jaymie Brauer  
 
From: Robert Parr, MS, RPA, Senior Archaeologist   
 
Subject: Cultural Resources Records Search Results (RS#19-154) 

 
Background  

The purpose of the search was to determine whether any known cultural resources or previously 

conducted cultural resource surveys were located on or near the subject property, and whether 

construction of the project would impact any known or potential cultural resources under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This analysis is based on information obtained at 

the Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center, CSU Bakersfield, as well as a previously 

adopted Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and the associated cultural resources study 

for the nearby Costco Wholesale Warehouse on West Ashland Avenue, prepared for the City 

(LSA, 2018), and other publicly available documents.   

 

Project Description 

The Project proposes approval of Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map Tract 6262. With full 

buildout, the approximately 12.5-acre site would be developed with up to 185 townhomes.  

 

Location and Surrounding Land Uses 

The proposed Tract 6262 is located north of West Herndon Avenue between West Spruce Avenue 

and North Peach Avenue, in Clovis, Fresno County (Figures 1 and 2). The site is within the 

southwest ¼ of Section 31, T. 12S, R. 21E (MDBM), and the USGS 7.2-minute topographic map 

Clovis quad (Figure 3).   

There is residential development directly to the north, undeveloped land to the east and south, and 

a large commercial complex to the west.  Clovis has experienced continuing suburbanization in its 

position within the San Joaquin central valley agricultural and travel corridor with its proximity to 

the foothills and delta. The Project site itself is an island of undeveloped land in a vicinity of 

residential and commercial developments that have been established since the late 1950s to early 

1960s. 
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Methodology 

The records search covered an area within one-half mile of Lennar Tract 6262 and included a 

review of the National Register of Historic Places, California Points of Historical Interest, 

California Registry of Historic Resources, California Historical Landmarks, California State 

Historic Resources Inventory, and a review of cultural resource reports on file.  

 

Results 

A cultural resources records search (RS #19-154) was conducted on April 22, 2019, at the Southern 

San Joaquin Valley Information Center, CSU Bakersfield for the Lennar Tract 6262 in the city of 

Clovis, Fresno County, California.   

The records search indicated that the subject property had never been surveyed for cultural 

resources and it is not known if any exist there.  Eight cultural resource studies have been 

conducted within a half mile of the property (Baker 1978; Larry Seeman Associates 1981; 

Granskog 1985; Wren 1988; Holson 2002; Nettles and Baloian 2005; Baloian 2006; Brown & 

Mills, Inc. n.d.). 

No cultural resources have been recorded within the Tract and it is not known if any exist there.  

Four cultural resource properties have been recorded within a half mile of the subject property.  

These include two historic period residences, the historic Herndon Orchard complex, and the Helm 

Colonial ditch. No archaeological resources have been identified in the vicinity of the Project.  

A review of the cultural survey report prepared by LSA for the Costco Wholesale Warehouse, 

approximately 3.6 miles south of the Project,  indicates that after a records search, literature review, 

historic map review, and site survey, LSA did not identify any cultural resources that met the 

definition of a historical resource or unique archaeological resource under CEQA. They 

determined that the potential for the Project’s construction-related activities to encounter 

significant subsurface cultural resources during construction is low due to the presence of fill soils 

and previously extensive degree of ground disturbance related to agricultural use in the project 

site. Similar to the Costco project site, it is it is highly unlikely to be any cultural resources found 

on the site that would meet CEQA criteria.  

Additionally, a review of the cultural resources inventory prepared for Caltrans District 6 and 9 

for the entire central Valley (Meyer, Jack et al, 2010), the Clovis area is depicted as having a Very 

Low Sensitivity potential for buried archaeological resources. No further investigation of the 

Project site is warranted.  
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Conclusions 

Based on the results of cultural records search findings, the lack of historical or archaeological 

resources previously identified within a 0.5-mile radius of the proposed project, the results of other 

studies in the vicinity and the Caltrans cultural inventory results, the potential to encounter 

subsurface cultural resources is considered minimal. The potential to uncover subsurface historical 

or archaeological deposits is would also be considered unlikely.  

However, there is still a possibility that historical or archaeological materials may be exposed 

during construction or trenching for underground pipes. Grading and trenching, as well as other 

ground-disturbing actions have the potential to damage or destroy these previously unidentified 

and potentially significant cultural resources within the project area, including historical or 

archaeological resources.  Disturbance of any deposits that have the potential to provide significant 

cultural data would be considered a significant impact under CEQA.   

Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM CUL-1 and MM CUL-2 would reduce potential 

impacts on cultural resources, including historical resources, associated with the proposed project 

to less-than-significant levels. Operation of the proposed project would not result in impacts 

related to the disturbance of archaeological or historical resources. 

 

Recommended Mitigation Measures 

MM CUL-1:  If prehistoric or historic-era cultural materials are encountered during 

construction activities, all work in the immediate vicinity of the find shall halt until 

a qualified professional archaeologist, meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Professional Qualification Standards for  prehistoric and historic archaeologist, can 

evaluate the significance of the find and make  recommendations.  Cultural resource 

materials may include prehistoric resources such as flaked and ground stone tools 

and debris, shell, bone, ceramics, and fire-affected rock as well as historic resources 

such as glass, metal, wood, brick, or structural remnants.  If the qualified 

professional archaeologist determines that the discovery represents a potentially 

significant cultural resource, additional investigations may be required to mitigate 

adverse impacts from project implementation. These additional studies may include 

avoidance, testing, and evaluation or data recovery excavation. 

If a potentially-eligible resource is encountered, then the qualified professional 

archaeologist, the Lead Agency, and the project proponent shall arrange for either 

1) total avoidance of the resource or 2) test excavations to evaluate eligibility and, 

if eligible, total data recovery.  The determination shall be formally documented in 

writing and submitted to the Lead Agency as verification that the provisions for 

managing unanticipated discoveries have been met. 

MM CUL-2:  If human remains are discovered during construction or operational 

activities, further excavation or disturbance shall be prohibited pursuant to Section 
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7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code.  The specific protocol, guidelines, 

and channels of communication outlined by the Native American Heritage 

Commission, in accordance with Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code, 

Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code (Chapter 1492, Statutes of 1982, 

Senate Bill 297), and Senate Bill 447 (Chapter 44, Statutes of 1987), shall be 

followed.  Section 7050.5(c) shall guide the potential Native American 

involvement, in the event of discovery of human remains, at the direction of the 

County coroner. All reports, correspondence, and determinations regarding the 

discovery of human remains on the project site shall be submitted to the Lead 

Agency. 
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Figure 1 
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Figure -2 

Project Site   
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Figure -3 
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