
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Administration 

DATE: May 2, 2022 

SUBJECT: Receive and File – Update on 325 Pollasky Avenue (Clovis Chamber of 
Commerce Building). 

Staff: Andrew Haussler, Assistant City Manager 

Recommendation: Receive and File 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Background Documentation 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Mayor Jose Flores maintains financial interest in a property within 1,000 feet of subject property 
and, pursuant to law, must abstain from participation and decision regarding this item. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the City Council receive and file the update on 325 Pollasky Avenue (Clovis Chamber of 
Commerce Building). 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Since 1986, the building located at 325 Pollasky has been occupied and maintained by the Clovis 
Chamber of Commerce through an agreement for conveyance of use. In 2018, City Council 
approved a resolution releasing all interest in the subject property. Since that time, the Clovis 
Chamber of Commerce has continued exploring future use of the property. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The building owned by the Clovis Chamber of Commerce is located at 325 Pollasky Avenue. It 
was built in 1914 and originally served as the Clovis Library.  The construction was financed 
through a grant from the Carnegie Foundation, which funded 2,509 such libraries between 1883 
and 1929. The building remained in continuous use as a public library until 1976, when the new 
Clovis Library opened at 1133 Fifth Street. In exchange for the new library site, the County of 
Fresno deeded ownership of the building and land at 325 Pollasky to the City of Clovis. 
 
Upon taking possession of the property, the City of Clovis was committed to renovating and 
converting the building into a use which could serve as a public meeting space. However, the 
costs for renovation ranged from $150,000 to $160,000. 
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In 1979, the City of Clovis replaced the foundation at a cost of $70,000. By 1983, a group of 
citizens managed to raise $13,000 for additional restoration work. Those funds, along with 
donations of labor and supplies, enabled the group to complete some additional restoration work. 
 
In 1986, the City of Clovis entered into an agreement with the Clovis Chamber of Commerce to 
transfer ownership of the building and property to the Chamber. The agreement included several 
conditions (“Reversionary Interest Conditions”), which were to be included in the deed conveying 
the property to the Chamber: 
 
• Chamber must complete remodeling of the building. 
• Chamber may not convey any interest in the property without consent of the City. 
• Chamber must remain as a non-profit corporation organized as a chamber of commerce. 
• Chamber must maintain the upper floor of the building for public use or short-term rental 

for public and community groups. 
• Chamber must maintain the building in good condition and repair. 
 
As part of the agreement, the City was also to retain the ability to take back title to the property 
in the event of a default by the Chamber. 
 
Since 1986, the Chamber has continuously occupied the building. During that time, the Clovis 
Chamber of Commerce bore all costs for repairs and maintenance for the building and property. 
Some of these repairs and upgrades include total replacement of roof, total overhaul of 
landscaping and irrigation, and overhaul of front entry. Between 2012 and 2016, the building 
experienced issues which included the total failure of HVAC equipment, severe roof leak, and a 
water main break. 
 
The building is also not ADA compliant, which has prevented the Chamber of Commerce from 
being able to legally operate inside the building. 
 
In 2016, City of Clovis staff discovered that although the deed conveying the property from the 
City to the Chamber was executed in 1986, none of the Reversionary Interest Conditions 
required by the agreement were included in the deed. Also, the 1986 agreement was not 
recorded. Therefore, the legally enforceable status of the Reversionary Interest Conditions was 
in doubt. 
 
In 2017, facing significant repairs to the HVAC system and building plumbing, and significant 
and costly upgrades to bring the building into compliance with ADA standards, the Chamber 
asked the City to be released from the Reversionary Interest Conditions. On September 10, 
2018, the City Council approved Resolution 18-121 and released any interest the City had in the 
building and property, including releasing the Chamber from all Reversionary Interest 
Conditions. The stated purpose in Resolution 18-121 of releasing the Chamber was “so that the 
Chamber may move forward with future planning for the property and building consistent with 
the City’s Central Clovis Specific Plan and applicable zoning.”  As a result of Resolution 18-121, 
the City has no legal or equitable interest in the building or property, and the Chamber is not 
subject to any conditions restricting the use of the building or development of the property other 
than the Central Clovis Specific Plan and applicable zoning. 
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Since 2018, the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and staff have explored options for 
the future of this building and property but have not made a final decision. Likewise, the City of 
Clovis has not been in receipt of any plans or applications for demolition, improvements, or 
redevelopment. 
 
The City of Clovis has no legal interest in the subject property. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The City of Clovis has no financial interest in the subject property. 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
The attached report serves as information only. Beyond the review of information by Council, no 
action is requested. 
 
ACTIONS FOLLOWING APPROVAL 
Staff will file information. 
 
Prepared by: Shawn Miller, Business Development Manager 
 

Reviewed by: City Manager JH  
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, I 
AOP.EEMENT FOR CONV£YANC? "F 

ANO USE Or L\rn ANO �U!LOUG 

This is an Agreement between the CITY OF CLOVIS, State ,- � 

' • !1 "'..x, 

. . ' . p, 

of Ca11forni ' • ,i: · . .  
(City) and the CLOVIS CHA!13ER OF COMMERCE, a California non-profit corporation 

(Chamber). 

WHEREAS, City 1$ the owner of certain real property and improvements 

commonly known as the "Carnegie Library," a site and building of historical 

interest, situated at 821 Pollasky Avenue, Clovis, Caljfornia, and more 

particularly described as follows: 

That certain real property situated in the City of Clovis, County of 
Fresno, State of California, described as follows: 

Lots 26, 27 and 28 of Block 21 of the Town (now City) of Clovis, 
according to the map and plat of the Town (now City) of Clovis, 
on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder of said 
County; and 

WHEREAS, Chamber is a California non-profit corporation organized under 

the laws of the State of California for various purposes which include the 

promotion of City's hHtorfcal heritage and preservaMon of property of 

historical interest; and 

WHERE�S, Chamber desires to acquire said rea,1 property and improvements 

and to complete remodeling and rehabilitation of same to preserve its histor• 

ica 1 heritage and interest t�;:J�.make, th.• _property useable and ��!IJJ•b.l.!J'.9.t:.:'.:
: C.OITlllUll,i+v.,.h.00(,· hu ·.+he pub 1 i' d; : • ',f;. ..... ·-"""'�;JI.S. �A:,. . . 

HOW, THEREFORE, Cft,Y and Chamqer agree: 

I. City sha 11 convey to Chamber the rea 1 property and improvements

described above on the conditions and subject to the reversions set forth 

below. 

-1-

Attachment 1 
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