
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Administration 

DATE: March 6, 2023 

SUBJECT: Consider Approval – Appointments to the City of Clovis Historic 
Preservation Committee. 
 
Staff: John Holt, City Manager 

Recommendation: Approve 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. September 12, 2022, staff report regarding Historic Preservation 
Committee 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Councilmembers should consider recusal if a campaign contribution exceeding $250 has been 
received from the project proponent (developer, applicant, agent, and/or participants) since 
January 1, 2023 (Government Code 84308). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is recommending the City Council approve the appointments to the Clovis Historic 
Preservation Committee. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
On February 13, 2023, the Clovis City Council directed staff to seek the nominations from City 
Council for appointment to the Clovis Historic Preservation Committee. Staff has received 
nominations from City Council. 
 
Motion from February 13, 2023 – “Motion for each Councilmember to appoint 1-2 members who 
live, work, own property, or can articulate their historical ties to Clovis to the ad hoc committee 
by the February 21, 2023, Council Meeting. Motion for approval by Councilmember Bessinger, 
seconded by Councilmember Mouanoutoua. Motion carried by unanimous vote.” 
 
Nominated for appointment: 
 
- Mayor Ashbeck - Sayre Miller / Adam Holt 
 
- Mayor Pro Tem Mouanoutoua - John Wright / Tom Wright 
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- Councilmember Basgall - Desiree Haus / Rachael Orlando 
 
- Councilmember Bessinger - Ron Silva / Greg Newman 
 
- Councilmember Pearce - Cora Shipley / Mark Wall 
 
Actions required and charge of the committee based on prior council action: 
  

1. Have City Council appoint 1 – 2 members each. 
  

2. Committee Members must live, work, own property, or can articulate their historical 
ties to Clovis to the ad hoc committee. 

  
3. This is an ad hoc committee that will meet until the objectives are achieved.  

  
4. The Committee will be subject to the Brown Act. 

  
5. The Committee will be charged with: 

  
a. Identifying criteria they would use to assess historic resources in the City of 

Clovis. 
  

b. Assessing historic resources in the City of Clovis – this would consist of 
surveying historic resources within the city limits of the City of Clovis. The 
historic survey would not designate a property as historic. Instead, the survey 
would identify properties that could be a historic resource. 

  
c. Provide recommendations to the City Council on the preservation of those 

identified resources.   
  

6. The Committee would report back to City Council on items included in number 5 
above. 

 
Staff is recommending the Committee meet on a monthly basis until they are prepared to report 
back to City Council. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The origin of the creation of a Historic Preservation Committee began with a May 16, 2022, letter 
from Sayre Miller, representing the Clovis-Big Dry Creek Historical Society requesting the City 
Council create a Historic Preservation Committee. The letter indicates that the Clovis-Big Dry 
Creek Historical Society created a committee approximately three years ago to advocate for the 
preservation of the Carnegie Library building in Old Town Clovis. The Carnegie Library is owned 
by the Clovis Chamber of Commerce and the City of Clovis has limited control over how that 
building is used.  
  
Attachment 1 includes all background material. On May 2, 2022, the City Council received an 
update on 325 Pollasky Avenue, Clovis Chamber of Commerce building.  On May 16, 2022, the 
Clovis-Big Dry Creek Historical Society submitted a letter to the City Manager requesting that 
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the City form a Historical Preservation Commission.  From the May 2, 2022, meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Council to pursue the formation of a historical preservation committee to assist 
the effort in updating and preserving the building. 
 
On June 6, 2022, the City Council considered the request from Clovis-Big Dry Creek Historical 
Society for the Council to create a Historical Preservation Commission. From the June 6, 2022, 
meeting Council directed staff to establish the Advisory Board as described in the Clovis 
Municipal Code 9.120.020 - Historic Preservation Board. A City review board designated to 
promote the cultural, economic, educational, and general welfare of the City through the 
preservation and protection of buildings, sites, structures, areas, and districts of historic 
significance and interest. 
 
On September 12, 2022, staff presented a two options for Council to consider: Option A - 
Establish a temporary committee that would assess historic resources in the City of Clovis and 
provide recommendations to City Council on the protection of those identified resources; or 
Option B - Consider Introduction – Ord. 22-___, an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Clovis adding Chapter 9.81 of Title 9 of the Clovis Municipal Code creating a Historic 
Preservation Board.   
 
City Council chose Option A with the following motion: to establish an ad hoc committee that 
would assess historic resources in the City of Clovis and provide recommendations to the City 
Council on the protection of those identified resources.  Membership of the committee will consist 
of ten (10) members and each member shall be appointed by the City Council following a 
recommendation by the Mayor and members must be a resident of the City of Clovis.   
 
In October 2022 City Council provided additional direction to table the creation of the Committee 
until after the November 8, 2022, election.  Staff is now returning to City Council to confirm the 
actions taken on September 12, 2022.  
 
On February 13, 2023, staff returned to council seeking direction on path forward.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
There is currently no funding to support the establishment of a Historic Preservation Committee.  
Staff time to support would likely be limited but it would have an impact on workload. 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is now returning to the City Council to approve the appointments to the Clovis Historic 
Preservation Committee. 
 
ACTIONS FOLLOWING APPROVAL 
Staff will implement Council direction. 
 
Prepared by: John Holt, City Manager 
 

Reviewed by: City Manager JH  
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Attachment 1
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